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A R T I S T

By Jan Terence Tolentino

It takes a considerable amount of dedication to form a band.
It takes an even larger amount to be active for more than a decade. And for 
one to even go as far as having multiple bands with almost the same caliber 

and tenure as each other, well, is another thing entirely.

Diego Mapa has been the frontman for Pedicab for the past 14 years.
As if the band’s tenure alone is a testament to his dedication, he’s upped the 
ante by being part of several other bands of the same caliber, all within the 

same timeframe. You may have heard of a few of them, namely,
Monsterbot, Cambio (both currently on hiatus),

and his recent project, Tarsius.

One can wonder what it takes to keep this seemingly strenuous task going, 
day in and day out. Let’s take a look at how Diego does

it through his daily tasks beyond the scene.
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Starting the Day

Waking up at the crack of dawn,  

Diego wastes no time getting his 

morning rituals done before bringing 

his two children to school. A family 

man of two kids – a 12-year-old boy 

and a 10-year-old girl – the vocalist 

of Pedicab and Tarsius sees them off 

to school and runs a few errands for 

their household needs before starting 

his day at work. “I’m what you call a 

“houseband”, he says, “I do most of 

my work in the comfort of my home. 

After I pick my kids up from school, 

sometimes I tutor them and help with 

their homework.”

That Music You Hear in the 
Background

“I’m a music arranger for music ads. 

This means I compose music for AVPs 

(Audio-Visual Presentations), jingles 

for advertisments, and score music 

for viral videos,” says Diego about 

his day job. “It’s mostly commercial 

stuff, used in real estate and the like. 

I’m the guy who composes the  

music you hear in the background. 

I do everything in my computer at 

home. I have a program that uses 

MIDI and all the instruments are 

there, I just need to arrange them 

according to what the music needs.”



“I’ve been collective vinyl records since I was a teenager. I want my music to be 
tangible, not stored as an mp3 somewhere on my hard drive. Beyond CDs, I believe 
that it’s a more serious way of expressing my passion for the music I like,” says Diego 
about his hobbies, “Contrary to popular belief, vinyl records never stopped production 
– there was simply a shift in the trend. Now, with a younger generation of collectors, 
they’re edging their way back into popular culture.”

“I had been collecting everything with music on it, from cassette tapes to CDs, and 
I chanced upon some vinyl records at a thrift store when I was in college – this was 
before I even owned a record player yet. They were still really cheap at the time, and I 
was attracted to the album art. Now that I’m working, I can afford to add more to my 
collection, and play them on my record player, as well.”

“I lost all my cassette tapes during the tropical storm Ondoy, and I can only play CDs 
in my car stereo – not to mention the fact that online streaming and downloads have 
practically killed off CD production – so having a vinyl collection that I can see and 
listen to really gives me the kind of experience I’m looking for.



Eggboy and the Roots of Musical 
Composition
“I never took a musical course in 
college. I’m a Literature graduate 
from De La Salle University,” says  
Diego, when asked about his  
background. “I guess the start of my 
musical compositions was with  
Eggboy, back in 1997, using a 4-track 
cassette recorder that my brother got 
for me as a gift. There weren’t any 
affordable CD burners at the time, 
so I played around with that 4-track 
recorder. I played guitar on it, I sang 
on it, I used drum tracks on it, then 
I played it back and recorded it onto 
a cassette tape. Eventually, I got 
around to procuring a CD burner,  

and burned my first entries of  
composition onto CDs.”

“Years later, after working several 
years as a Public Relations writer, I 
got a big break to work at an  
audio post company that makes  
music for commercials. I received 
training there, particularly with  
computers and how to work with 
MIDI. After I left the company, I  
applied all I had learned and started 
looking for clients on my own. When I 
had established a steady flow of  
clients, I moved all my work at home, 
and that’s what I’ve been doing ever 
since.”



“This is what I’ve always wanted to 
do – work at home and have plenty 
of time for my family and my gigs. 
This is how I’ve been able to balance 
my bands’ schedules, and my family 
time,” says Diego, when asked about 
how he copes with his schedules. “It’s 
a huge blessing that I am able to  
pursue my passion, hone my craft, 
and make enough to support my  
family’s needs – I mean, I have two 
kids to put through school – and I’m 
very thankful for that. I do what I 
want to do, I choose my hours, and I 
have fun.”

When Music is not Supposed to 
have Heart
“I try not to get attached to the stuff 
I do. I try to not put too much “heart” 
into my music when I use it for work,” 
says Diego, when asked about where 
he gets the inspiration for his jingles. 

“This happens a lot when making  
music for a client: If they don’t like it, 
they’ll have me scrap the whole thing 
and start over. That would be really 
painful to me if I had put my heart 
and soul into that piece. One thing I’ve 
learned over the years is to be quite 
detached from my work, and always 
be ready for rejection. Usually, clients 
are very specific with what they want 
to hear, and I only take what I need to 
make the music they want.”

After finishing his coffee, Diego invites 
me to watch his band Tarsius perform 
at a local bar nearby. I thank him for 
his offer, but can’t make it due to my 
day job. He bids me goodbye before 
he leaves to pick up his kids from 
school. As he leaves, I see the smile of 
a person who has just found the right 
balance between work and life.





Photos courtesy of 
Brendan Goco
Mitch Dulce
Jay Sriyuksiri
RA Rivera
Diego Mapa

Diego Mapa’s active portfolio: pulsewavestudio.com
Pedicab’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/PedicabManila
Tarsius’ Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/tarsiusmanila/
Eggboy’s Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/eggboyfanclub/



A R T I S T

Filipino musicians and Biñan City locals Ronwald Alcantara,  
John Relly Malabo, and Noel Abregana have partnered with American 

singer/songwriter Colby Dean to form Kolbi, an alternative band based in 
Manila, Philippines. The new group recorded their debut

“Tidalwave EP” at Banana Rising Recording Studio in 
Muntinlupa City earlier in the year, and released a lyric video 

to compliment the EP in March of 2018.
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The partnership between Alcantara 
and Dean began while they were cabin 
mates aboard the Carnival Victory in 
the Caribbean Sea. The first song they 
wrote together was “Girl of the Earth”, 
which appears as Track 1 on the
“Tidalwave EP”. Throughout their time 
at sea they wrote an additional five 
tracks, all of which have been released 
or are currently in production.



Dean flew 7000 miles to the Philippines in 
December of 2017 to begin working on the then  
unnamed project. He arrived with enough  
recording gear to work on their demos and a suitcase 
just a few inches longer than his flip flops. He was 
introduced to Malabo, Abregana, and future- 
member Ken Torres on Christmas night. They were in 
the studio two days later to begin working on the  
album throughout the Christmas holidays with 
recording engineer Iñigo Mortel at Banana Rising 
Recording Studio in Alabang, Muntinlupa.

While in the studio, the band ate much adobo.

You can catch a live performance from Kolbi on  
October 20, 2018 at Luneta Park.

‘Tidalwave’ video: https://youtu.be/pKAOA9_NO2c
Kolbi on Facebook: www.facebook.com/kolbiband

Photo credit: 
Bong Gomez/RVG Photography 
www.facebook.com/CLICKSbyRVG



“In contradiction and paradox, you can find truth.” - Denis Villenueve

What do we get when we combine four stubborn people with a knack 
for music but have different taste?
 
Not literal enough?
 
How about a pinch of a writer by blood as the vocalist who started from 
ballads that jumps to rap and now a metal singer. Add-ons of a guitarist 
who worships John Petrucci plus a punk drummer and a slapper bassist?
 
What do we get? The God vs the Kings.
 
A cadre of unique individuals with a hint of amalgam of music. With it’s 
a continuous process of experimentation, forging and melding 
differences to give life to new music. An observant entity that looks at 
the world in an enlightened view and hands it you in a musical way. It 
is emotional, downright complex and utterly mysterious but at times 
straight to the point, unrelenting and unstagy.

“We are your friends yet we are your enemies. We are the truth 
and sometimes we are not. We are a REBELLION from the de 
riguer of our every day. We help you open your eyes, ears and 
heart to your own world. We are just like you yet we are also 
unique.   We are all children of this mysterious eternal war of 
ideas and we are your weapon.”    – GOD VS THE KINGS

by PATRICK BRIONES
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OFFICIALLY FORMED:  October 2012

GENRE:  Melodic Rap-Metal, Nu-Metal, Experimental Fusion

MEMBERS:
Brian Jeffrey “BJ” Ebit – Vocals
Jerrick Gega – Guitar
Randolf Rafols – Bass
Joshoa Caballero – Drums

FACEBOOK: 
https://www.facebook.com/gvstk

MUSICAL INFLUENCES: 
Bullet for My Valentine, Silverstein, Rage Against the Machine, 
Linkin Park, Mudvayne, Dream Theater, Slapshock, 
Greyhoundz, Dicta License, Andy James, John Petrucci, 
Marco Sfogli, Dream Theater, Mudvayne, Datu’s Tribe, 
Death by Stereo, Lamb of God, SiM, Killswitch Engage, 
Maximum Hormone, Breaking Benjamin, 
Silverstein, Rammstein.



WHEN AND HOW THE BAND WAS 
FORMED?
BJ: It was year 2012 our former bassist 
Chicha approached me and asked to sing to 
a proposed project band, he obliged. The 
band was originally named Deus vs Regum 
which literally translates to ‘God vs Kings’. 
It was supposed to be a Brutal Death Metal 
band with Gelvin Dalena on guitars and Ian 
Carreon for drums. Initially, it had some 
small success especially in the metal scene 
but because of differences and schedules 
the band decided to split. But I continued 
for what the band started and created a 
new band and keep it as a reminder to not 
give up. In 2014, I met Jerrick Gega 
(guitarist) and his band mate Randolf 
Rafols (bassist) from the defunct band 
Z-Roma. Fast track to 2016 and they had a 
mix of secessionist as drummer. 
Fortunately, with the help of a mutual 
friend we met Joshoa Caballero who took 
the drummer post and the rest is still in 
writing.

Jerrick: Yes, BJ had a bar that time and 
he’s looking for new band members then 
we have same genre. And that’s how we 
started.

Randolf: Christmas season of 2013 when 
my former band mate Jerrick asked me to 
join. And luckily became the permanent 
bassist. 

Joshoa: The band had past experiences 
already around 2012 - 2014 and had been 
dormant since then. During those times the 
band did not have a permanent drummer. 
As BJ said a mutal friend introduced me to 
the band and eventually became perma-
nent. Our bassist Randolf rested for a while 
and was replaced by sessionist bassists 
from different bands, but eventually after 
months of realizing Randolf was able to 
reclaim what he had started. This band is 
now in track and stronger than ever in  
order to fulfill our goals and being 
recognized thru our music and genre.



WHY GOD VS THE KINGS? IS THERE 
ANY INTERESTING STORY BEHIND 
IT?
BJ: Yes there is. Initially, the band was 
supposed to create songs that tackle  
religious issues. It’s ups and downs, the 
metaphor, the deepness of doubts from 
spirituality and it’s not so very ‘good’ 
side. So it was named, God vs the Kings 
as an allegory to the battle between man 
and the idea of a God figure.

Randolf: ‘Deus vs Regum’ latin word for 
God vs Kings.

HOW DID YOU GET YOUR FIRST 
BREAK IN THE MUSIC SCENE?
BJ: We played before in the indie scene 
from our previous bands. So we already 
have some sort of connection with  
independent productions however our 
first gig was purely accidental. The band 
was complete but we were still on the 
stages of practicing. Going to hiatus from 
2014 to 2016 was really taxing for us so 
we kind of wanted to rehearse first and 
master our songs. However, our close 
friends from the band ‘May’ had a gig in 
Checkpoint Rock Bar that they can’t make 
so they’ve asked us to fill in for them. 
We hesitated at first but since we have 
a deep connection with them and they 
needed help it became much simpler for 
us. So we went ahead and played for 
them.

Jerrick: I was 20 years old when Randolf 
encouraged me to join his band Z-Roma.

Randolf: ‘Merry Christ Massacre’ at  
Hideout Bar in Tondo, Manila. After that 
night they made me their permanent 
bassist.

Joshoa: For me I was very excited at first, 
but then became disappointed after due 
to I didn’t have any equipment back then. 
I had no cymbals, stands only had two 
pairs of sticks but after that I have real-
ized that I needed to invest on  
equipment.



WHAT DID YOU GUYS FEEL BEFORE 
AND AFTER YOUR FIRST ON-STAGE 
PERFORMANCE?
BJ: At first we were really unsure, we 
only have a few songs under our belt 
and it’s a little raw. So we were scared 
that we might end up sucking and having 
our friends disappointed. But we steeled 
our resolve, planted hard our feet and 
went ahead. People actually liked it and 
we were really happy how it turned up 
though it was really unripe. This made us 
much more eager to practice and create 
better sounding music.

Jerrick: First I was nervous and made a 
lot of mistakes.  But time goes by I am 
learning new things and started to enjoy 
our performance on and off-stage.

Randolf: Because it’s my first gig with 
them I was so nervous, pressured over 
the crowed because I don’t want to make 
any mistake. I did was I just focused on 
my notes and in our performance. After 
that it was a blast! All doubts and fears 
went away when people approached me 
and told us what we did a great  
performance. Every performance was a 
learning experience.

CAN YOU PLEASE DESCRIBE THE 
BAND’S SOUND?
BJ: Emotional, that’s the best word for 
each and everyone one of our songs. 
I have my own unique way of writing 
songs. First, I establish the theme, to 
know what it is its motif and then creates 
a kind of imagery that pops in your brain 
when you hear our song. 

Jerrick: We always want to try something 
new in our sound. We mix jazz, punk, 
groove with a taste of metal of course.

Randolf: Very meticulous and soulful. We 
pride ourselves in creating music that is 
not ordinary. Though we don’t close  

ourselves to fan service music, we also 
try our best to learn new things and 
experiment on our compositions. In this 
way, we can grow individually as 
musicians and also create better  
sounding music for our fans.

Joshoa: Try to listen to our song “Tears” 
and you will have an idea but, A lot of 
people will say the we sound like 
Slapshock some of them will say Bullet 
for my Valentine or Killswitch Engage 
and we like to keep it that way, however 
we will not stop there we will still 
continue in making music until the 
people around us will really know our 
sound.

WHICH OF YOUR COMPOSITION IS 
YOUR PERSONAL FAVORITE AND 
WHY?
BJ: It’s got to be Tears for me. I wrote 
it back in 2008. I was really young then 
and had a recent break-up so my 
emotions were on the low end. So  
instead of sulking, I delved deeper to my 
creative side and binge myself on music. 
This is how I was able to cope with my 
lost and composed this particular song. 

Jerrick: It’s Delubyo. It was dedicated to 
those victims of Typhoon Yolanda  
(Haiyan). All emotions and sympathies 
are already in that song. Absolutely my 
favorite track!

Randolf: Perpekto! It fits perfectly to 
those people I know! Those moron who 
can only see other people’s fault but  
cannot see their own. Hohoho!

Joshoa: It’s “Tears” due to the deep and 
meaningful lyrics and catchy chorus also 
I can show my skills on the drums on 
that song it’s kind of like that would how 
God vs the Kings sounds like. A mixture 
of our influences all in one song.



‘PERPEKTO’ IS YOUR LATEST  
ORIGINAL TRACK. WHO WROTE  
THIS AND CAN YOU TELL ME  
SOMETHING ABOUT THIS SONG.
BJ: I wrote that song when I was still 
working in a call center somewhere in 
Makati back in 2014. I and my co-hirees 
were still in the nesting phase of the 
work. I had this workmate, a female 
which for the lack of a better term I 
would describe as ‘papansin’. She had 
this nasty habit of negatively  
criticizing people that usually ends up 
hurting them. Fortunately, I was only an 
observant here not the victim. Though it 
was a bit funny because she is nowhere 
near perfect, she ain’t even beautiful 
or sexy or smart just saying but she’s 
always the first one to bad mouth or 
comment on something. So I thought to 
myself, ‘t***ina’ this and had the idea of 
creating a song that dis people like her.

Jerrick: This song is for those people who 
only sees the imperfection of the others 
and can’t even accept their mistakes and 
imperfections.

Randolf: As BJ said it’s about his  
workmate’s attitude. But in general it’s 
for those people we know and  
unfortunately even those who are close 
to each of us.

ANY COVER SONGS YOU LOVE TO 
PERFORM AND WHY?

BJ: ‘Martilyo’ by Gloc-9. This song hits 
me so hard. I can relate to it in a deep 
manner. I daresay even a bit of 
spiritual. My situation, the things I’m 
doing, fighting for, etc. To not ever give 
up on things I believe in have been the 
driving force to everything I do and this 
song is basically me talking to myself. 

Jerrick: The Wind That Shakes My Heart 
by Andy James. I feel the emotions when 
playing and I love doing the guitar solo 
part. 

Randolf: Mudvayne! Specially Dig, Not 
Falling, Death Blooms and Happy?. I’m 
a big fan of Ryan Martini and the way he 
creates bass progression. I believe he’s 
an awesome guy.

Joshoa: I would like to cover the song 
called Rose of Sharyn by Killswitch 
Engage because it’s catchy and has deep 
and meaningful lyrics the concept and 
arrangement of the song is good and a 
lot of fun to play with.



HOW DIFFICULT FOR YOU GUYS 
STARTING OUT?
BJ: Super hard! If there is a better word 
to exemplify the gravity of our effort 
when we were just first starting out, 
I’ll take it. Urging ourselves to continue 
when everyone around us had already 
given up is really hard. Waking up every 
day, getting confused, sometimes lost, 
sometimes unmotivated with stagnation 
is really a struggle but it made us  
stronger not just individually but as a 
band as well. 

Jerrick: Budget and funding our  
practice. We don’t have our own gears. 
And also that time finding a permanent 
band member.

Randolf: It was really hard 
especially when back then we practically 
don’t own our instruments. We basically 
loan it from our friends. From the strap, 
the chords and even the whole instru-
ment itself. In my part, what I did is find 
work and save up so I can buy my own 
gears part by part. 

Joshoa: It was really difficult adjusting 
having no proper equipment being 
treated like trash and nobody gives a 
damn about us, we got to the point 
where we almost quit but that did not 
hinder us on what our goals were back 
then.
 
WHAT WAS THE BEST THING THAT 
HAPPENED TO YOUR BAND SO FAR? 
ANY MEMORABLE EXPERIENCE(S)?
BJ: Getting featured in the pages of the 
Homegrown section of Pulp Magazine 
issue 192, getting our songs played over 
the radio particularly at the station Jam 
88.3’s Balian ng Leeg program and now 
getting featured your magazine! Thank 
you so much! 

Jerrick: Every little step was really 
remarkable. We started from the scratch 
and now we have this interview, band 
photo shoots, we made our own 
compositions, and gears. But for me the 
best thing that ever happened to our 
band was, we became much stronger as 
a band and better person in every one of 
us.

Randolf: When we got featured in Pulp 
Magazine and bagged the Best Indie 
Band of 2017 by Bandista.

Joshoa: Yes that time where we were 
invited to play at a concert at Luneta 
where we played together with several 
artists namely Mocha Girls, 1017 and 
many more we cannot remember, then 
the time where we got a slot at “Tropa 
Center Stage” Rakrakan Festival 2018 we 
did not expect people to listen to us at 
that time because Slapshock was playing 
as well during our set on stage we were 
touched that people would still come up 
to us and listen to us playing.

TOP FIVE MUSIC ON YOUR PLAYLIST 
RIGHT NOW
BJ:  The Beginning - One OK Rock, 
Insane – Korn, Show Me How To Live – 
Audioslave, Shura – DOES, 
Sparkle - Radwimps 

Jerrick: The Wind That Shakes the Heart 
and Sky Dream – Andy James; Delubyo 
– GvtK; Damage Control – John Petrucci; 
When the Waters Break – Liquid Tension 
Exp.

Randolf: Happy?, Death Blooms, Not 
Falling by Mudvayne; Dark Eternal Night 
and Enemy Inside by Dream Theater 

Joshoa: Blink182 - Time to Break Up; 
Rammstein - Du Hast; December Avenue 
- Sleep Tonight; KANA-BOON - 
Silhouette ; Killswitch Engage - Rose of 
Sharyn



DURING YOUR FREE-TIME, HOW DO 
YOU SPEND IT?
BJ: Playing tactical computer games 
like X-Com 2, Mass Effect, Expedition: 
Vikings etc. while listening to random 
music as in random genres and random 
languages. I also read fantasy books 
especially from the author R.A Salvatore 
draw when inspired or whenever I felt 
like it and watch movies when it gets 
really really boring.
 
Jerrick: Practice, sound tripping and 
sleeping

Randolf: Practicing new sounds and bass 
techniques. Smoking and drinking coffee.

Joshoa: I spend it when I have that 
‘senti’ moment where all those songs will 
make you travel back in time where it 
all started that is why sometimes some 
songs makes me feel nostalgic because 
there are certain points in my life where 
songs makes travel back in time and 
heals my depression.

WHAT CAN WE EXPECT FROM YOU 
GUYS THIS YEAR?
BJ: 3 or 4 new songs this year or 
hopefully we can finish the whole E.P 
itself, an MV of one of our songs, we’re 

also gonna to be playing at the Regada 
Festival in Cavite City it’s pretty much 
like their Rakrakan Festival and we’re 
also be entering this year’s Red Horse 
Beer Pambansang Muziklaban.
Jerrick: More original compositions. And 
expect that our songs will become 
better… ah no! the BEST for you guys. 

Randolf: Preparing for this year 
Muziklaban. We will do our very 
best for it.

ANY DREAM COLLABORATION? I AM 
SURE YOU HAVE. LOCAL AND 
INTERNATIONAL.
BJ: With Slapshock or Linkin Park! Or 
both at the same time in one song! 
That would be so rad!

Jerrick: EVEN and Mudvayne.

Randolf: Dream Theater and Mudvayne! 
Slapshock! Wooo!

Joshoa: For local that would be 
Slapshock to be part of their tour and be 
their front act. For international it would 
be Bullet for my Valentine.



 “Thank you so much to all our supporters and fans! Without your undying 
backing and incredible resolve we would be nothing. This is a fight that we are 

all a part of and personally I’m glad to be one of the spearhead for the 
Filipino’s musical identity and movement. Sobrang more power sa inyo at  

nawa’y magkasama sama ule tayo!” 
- BJ

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you guys! 
Our supporters! Thank you so much!”

- Jerrick

“Thank you for the support guys! We hope you all don’t change and 
we will do our very best to not let you all down! We’re still only 
starting and we have a long way to go. So see you at the top!”

- Randolf

“I would like to thank my friends, family for supporting me and also to Mapex 
drums, Arborea Cymbals for my equipment and to all our fans,  
supporters and followers thank you for the effort of watching us 

perform live no matter how far the place is thank for the people who 
helped us as well in reaching to where we are now.”

- Joshoa

Thank you so much UNPLUG MAGAZINE!



BEN&BEN
KATHANG ISIP
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Ben&Ben (formerly The  
Benjamins) is a fast-rising folk-pop 
band formed in 2015 by twin  
Filipino singer-songwriters, Paolo 
and Miguel Guico. They launched 
their debut self-titled EP in  
December 2016, to a sold-out 
crowd in Teatrino. “Ride Home”, 
their first single, debuted at number 
1 in Spotify’s Philippines Viral 50 
Chart for a week. This was soon  
followed by their next single, 
“Leaves”, hitting number 3 on 
Philippines Viral 50, and 14 on the  
Global Viral 50 chart.

 

They first gained attention at the 
 Philippine Popular Music Festival  
(PhilPop) 2016, the most prestigious 
songwriting competition in the country, 
for their composition, “Tinatangi”. Their 
song won 2nd runner up and Best  
Music Video among thousands of entries. 
Ben&Ben’s sound consists of Filipino and 

Western folk, world, and pop elements 
seamlessly blended into heartwarming 
lyrics and melodies. They have since 
been making waves in the scene, with 
local and international audiences alike.
 
Their latest single, “Kathang-Isip”  
explores thoughts and emotions brought 
about by unrequited love. In English, 
“Kathang-Isip” means “imaginary”, which 
describes the love from a person who 
doesn’t love you back. The song is about 
the journey to acceptance that not all 
love is meant to be returned.
 
“Kathang Isip” is a must-try, so get 
a load of it right on Spotify, Apple 
Music or iTunes. You can also know 
more about the band and their music 
by liking their official  Facebook,  
Instagram and Twitter;  
@Ben&BenMusic



Carousel Casualties is an indie-alterna-
tive and post-garage quartet from  
Manila, Philippines. Formed in 2016, four 
different musicians from four different 
disciplines converged together with a 
common goal of spreading colourful,  
energetic and positive rock music.
 

Although seemingly a song that states 
a direct declaration of endearment to a 
particular woman, ‘She’s A Mystery’ is a 
tune with underlying thoughts of relapse 
from substance abuse. Greatly inspired 
by The Beatles’ ‘Got to Get You into My 
Life’, songwriter Emmie Villegas took on 
the challenge to hide a dark, melancholic 
message under a rhapsody of colourful 
melodies.
 
The song’s message delivers the  
protagonist’s confusion and curiosity in 
his journey of finding himself between 
the lines of relapse and sobriety. A verse 
from the song took inspiration from a 
line by Robert DeNiro in the movie Dirty 
Grandpa.

 
“Ever since I retired from being an  
astronaut. It’s nice to see some heavenly 
bodies around here too.”
 
The song also features a more  
experimental aspect of instrumentation 
in the band’s recording. A lot of  
consideration has been given to provide 
more space for the rhythm section to 
carry the song’s structure. The  
arrangement was carried out to  
emphasize the bass and the drums as 
its primary foundation. The guitar parts 
were intentionally simplified to give way 
to the harmonic instrumental that serves 
as a transition to its climax.
 
Be part of Carousel Casualties’  
colorful journey! “She’s A Mystery” 
is a really catchy tune, so get a load 
of it right on Spotify, Apple Music or 
iTunes! Like Carousel Casualties’  
official Facebook page and follow 
them on Twitter and Instagram for 
updates on their hot new releases, 
gig schedules, and other  
highlights.
 

CAROUSEL 
CASUALTIES
SHE’S A MYSTERY



Dane Hipolito is a singer-songwriter 
who is starting to make his name in the 
scene. He started to write his first song 
when he was twelve years old and has 
written well over a hundred since then. 
After a couple of years, he ventured into 
electronic music production and released 
his first indie-album at the age of eigh-
teen.
 

He also flew to New York and San  
Francisco to see his family and learn 
more about music production. After  
numerous gigs in the area, Dane  
cameback home and released his first 
two singles, ‘Hiwaga’ and ‘DYLT’.

In line with a musical rebirth towards a 
more urban sound driven by groove, lush 
vocal harmonies, and themed  

narratives, Manila-based songwriter and 
music producer Dane Hipolito is  
launching his newest single.  In  
collaboration with one of Manila’s leading 
female artists, Keiko Necesario,  ”Slide” 
- a track within a mellow subgenre of 
electronic neosoul - uses provocative  
language to represent the innocent  
nature of intellectual conversation,  
challenging the trend of innuendo-laden 
lyrics.

Dane Hipolito’s ‘Slide’ is out on Spotify. 
iTunes, and Apple Music.
 
Be part of Dane Hipolito’s musical 
journey, so don’t forget to like his 
official Facebook page for updates 
on their amazing music. You can also 
follow them on Twitter and 
Instagram, and catch them in videos 
by subscribing to their official 
YouTube channel.
 

DANE HIPOLITO 
Feat. Keiko Necesario

SLIDE



Flict-G is a superstar on Fliptop 
Battle League. He is known for his 
hard-hitting bar in Philippine Rap 
Battle Scene. He has rendered some 
fine tracks over the years and 
generated millions of view and 
gained huge followers from the 
online community.

Grin Department is a band well 
known for their hilarious repertoire. 
Seeing them on-stage performing live 
is an exciting and wonderful  
experience. The crowd loves their 
unique and distinct style of music. 
The creativity and imagination in  
delivering their interpretation of life’s 
blues and blunders, the colorful  
characters they create and its many 
misadventures is their entire  
trademark.

Now, Both Flict-G and Grin  
Department are now collaborating for 
a new single entitled “Mahal Kita 
Kahit…”. This song is a rap love song 
that showcases the emotional sides 
of both artists – but there’s a twist 
on the song that no one would really 
expect, especially from both of these 
artists.

“Mahal Kita Kahit…” is available for 
streaming via Spotify and Apple 
Music, and also available for download 
via iTunes.
 
Get on with the news on Julian 
Sean and his upcoming releases! 
Like his official Facebook page, 
and follow them on Twitter and 
Instagram.
 

FLICT-G
Feat. Grin Department 
MAHAL KITA KAHIT...



IV of Spades is on fire. A seamlessly  
collaborative effort of Unique  
Salonga (guitars/vocals), Zildjian 
Benitez (bass/vocals), Blaster  
Silonga (guitars) and Badjao  
de Castro (drums), the band was  
recently recognized internationally by 
winning Air Asia’s, “Dreams Come True” 
competition in cooperation with Spotify 
Asia. They also took home two awards 
from Wish 107.5 for Wishclusive Urban 
Performance of the Year and Wish Rock/
Alternative Song of the Year.

A concert with David Foster is also in the 
works. The band is set to perform with 
the award winning composer in Indonesia 
this March. They will also be playing in 
Wanderland Music Festival this March 10, 
2018 along side great acts like Kodaline, 
Daniel Caesar and current OPM favorite’s 

Ben&Ben and Carousel Casualties.
The band remains humble amidst all the 
recognition. Touching lives through music 
is still top priority for the quartet. Their 
recent donation to Cancervants is 
something that the band is proud of. 
They hope that this year will bring in 
more pay it forward opportunities for 
them.

As a special treat to everyone who has 
given their music a chance. The band 
is excited to release something special 
this February. Their much awaited single 
“Mundo” will be released on Valentine’s 
day. Fans and music lovers are raving 
about this track. 

There are so many exciting things to look 
forward to this 2018. 
 
Be part of IV of Spades’ musical 
journey, so don’t forget to like their 
official Facebook page for updates 
on their amazing music. You can also 
follow them on Twitter and  
Instagram, and catch them in videos 
by subscribing to their official 
YouTube channel.

IV OF SPADES
MUNDO



JINHO BAE is a South Korean  
singer who first gained his  
popularity in the Philippines when 
he won Mapuan Idol back in 2014. 
Though this Korean Bae is very shy, 
his love for music and dream of  
performing on-stage persisted.
 

“It’s always been my dream to  
compose my own songs in Korean, 
English, or Filipino.” JinHo confesses. 
So after graduating in college with 
a degree in Psychology, this 21 year 
old Filipino – speaking Korean is now 
making waves in social media with his 
popular renditions of cover songs like 
Bugoy Drilon’s ‘Paano Na Kaya’ and 
Adele’s ‘When We Were Young’,  
to name a few.
 

A follow-up to his debut single cover, 
“Nanghihinayang”, “Muli”, is a  
classic Filipino ballad popularized by 
the late singer-songwriter, actor Rodel 
Naval. Muli is one of the songs that 
catapulted the late singer’s career to 
great heights. Jinho Bae’s  
heartfelt rendition brought new life to 
this song which will surely melt the 
hearts of not only his fans but also of 
those who sentimentally remember 
this song.via Spotify and Apple Music, 
and also available for download via 
iTunes.
 
“Muli” is Jinho Bae’s second step 
in the scene so be sure to know 
more about him by liking his  
official Facebook page,  
subscribing to his YouTube  
channel, and by following him on 
Twitter and Instagram.

JINHO BAE
MULI



Vocalist Kiana Valenciano’s  
reputation precedes her, both  
because of her superstar father and 
because of the incredible brand she 
has built around her own musical 
career. With a well-defined concept of 
her personal brand that is rare to the 
local scene, Kiana has charged  
forward with her recent releases  
“Circles” and “Does She Know” in her 
unique Future RnB sound. She is now 
back with her own EP entitled “Grey” 
with the focus single, “Caught You”.
 

On the song, Kiana says, “I wrote 
‘Caught You’ when I was mad  
hearing a friend of mine had been 
cheated on. I wanted to write a song 
that would empower women to move 

on from guys who don’t know what 
they have until they lose it. It’s sung 
from the perspective of the girl who 
was cheated on, to the cheater and 
his side chick.”
 
“Caught You” will be available for 
streaming via Spotify and Apple  
Music, and also available for  
download via iTunes.
 
Get on with the news on Kiana 
and her upcoming releases! Like 
the official Facebook page, and 
follow her on Twitter and  
Instagram.

KIANA
CAUGHT YOU



Fall in love with the distinct and sweet 
indie pop tunes from Leanne and 
Naara. They are back with their 5th  
single – “Make Me Sing” since their 
debut single, ‘Again’, and is definitely a 
unique sounding tune, presenting the 
girls’ musicality.
 
As a singer-songwriter duo, their  
songwriting process usually involves the 
music first. Of course there are the  
special occasions when they already have 
a theme, therefore giving them a  
bigger space to write lyrics first. They 
both agree that when lyrics are written 
first, the songwriter already knows what 
kind of feel he or she wants to give off 
on that track. Leanne & Naara offer  
music that will soothe your ears;  
harmonious, but at the same time will 
spark a fire in you. Even though they 
have no “special rituals” before a  
performance, they always make sure 
that they pray for guidance and stay 
hydrated.
 

The two individual’s instruments and 
voice blend perfectly well with each 
other’s, creating a very strong  
connection that everyone in the audience 
can sense. The rarity of Leanne & Naara’s 
chemistry will definitely make you  
want to hear more from extremely  
promising duo.
 
In “Make Me Sing”, Leanne & Naara 
talks about the feeling of bliss that one 
gets upon seeing a loved one. It narrates 
the mix of emotions that a person goes 
through in the company of the one he/
she loves – a play between holding back 
just a little bit and going the extra mile 
for someone who matters most.
 
Leanne and Naara’s “Make Me Sing” be 
available worldwide on Spotify, Apple 
Music and iTunes, released digitally 
under Warner Music Philippines.

Join the growing community of  
Leanne & Naara and get to know 
more of their cool music by liking 
their official Facebook page, and by 
following them on Twitter and  
Instagram. Catch their music videos, 
behind the scenes a lot of exclusives 
by subscribing to their official  
YouTube channel!

LEANNE & NAARA

MAKE ME SING



Inigo Pascual is a Filipino kid who 
grew up in Los Angeles, California. He 
is passionate about his craft, and his 
chill-yet-extroverted vibe can be heard 
in his music.
 
Currently, Inigo’s music resides in the 
genres of Pop and R&B. His musical 
influences include Chris Brown, Justin 
Bieber, Sam Concepcion and Bruno Mars. 
Inigo wants to create music that helps 
people express their unspoken emotions; 
music that takes them back to a specific 
time in their lives, an anthem of sorts for 
a generation—music that gets people to 
dance, and entire stadiums to sing and 
shout.
 

Moophs is a project born in 2013 when 
Chris Lopez moved to Manila. Moophs 
was the nickname of his pet Savannah 
Monitor who died shortly after the move 
to Manila. In honor of an awesome pet, 
Chris took the moniker as the name for 
his solo project. Over the next few years, 
Moophs continued to release original 
music and remixes in the self-proclaimed 
genre “Tropical Bass” - poppy future bass 

with a tropical vibe injection - gaining  
accolades from Vindata who named him 
an artist to look out for during an  
interview with NestHQ.
 
According to Moophs, “When I wrote 
OMW, I tried to put myself in the shoes 
of my 21-year old self, since that’s where 
Inigo’s at now. What was my mindset ten 
years ago? What was I worried about and 
what was I doing on the daily? Obviously 
there are some pretty big differences in 
technology (hence the Grab reference) 
and circumstance - I definitely wasn’t 
the superstar at 21 that Inigo is today! 
But I think a lot of the driving forces are 
ultimately the same: girls, music (I was 
playing in a band at the time), finish-
ing school, and having a good time with 
friends. I tried to write the song from 
that perspective - you wake up a little 
groggy from a fun night, get a text from 
your girl, and head over to her place. 
Simple! The vibe of the production came 
from a blend of my tastes and Inigo’s. I 
tried to keep it lighthearted and  
accessible with a drop that’s fun but still 
slaps. OMW is your twenty-something 
summer anthem :)”
 
Listen to Moophs x Inigo Pascual’s 
“OMW”! Get a load of it right on 
Spotify, Apple Music or iTunes! Like 
Moophs’ official Facebook page for 
updates on his new releases, gig 
schedules, and other highlights.

MOOPHS
Feat. Iñigo Pascual 
OMW



“Not Informed” is an all-male,  
Filipino band consisting of Junno  
(vocals, rhythm guitars, main  
composer), James (Lead guitars, 
2nd Vocals), Ed (Bass), and K-gie 
(Drums). The band plays easy- 
listening and relate-able music which 
focuses on songs written about the 
life stories, journeys, and challenges 
undertaken by the band members and 
sometimes their close friends. They 
play a core genre of pop-punk rock 
but also journeys into other styles 
such as acoustic, alternative, mellow, 
and the classic Pinoy Pop Rock. They 
all met in Taft Avenue and carries the 
tagline of “Ang Bandang Galing 
Taft”.
 

The band is known to share to the 
audiences the special moments of 
their lives through the songs they 
have written wherin each song is 
taken from real-life events. Moreover, 
the band uses straight-forward lines 

but also mix it with metaphors, and 
catchy melodies.
 
From the original rockers of Taft  
Avenue, Not Informed, “Sige Na  
(Sayang Ka!)” is a song that talks 
about how some girls tend to bank off 
their looks, their attractiveness to get 
what they want. We live today at a 
very fast pace, social media  
acknowledged lifestyles that these 
girls prey on the weak and innocent 
men! While it works on most guys, 
this unpleasant “act” that a girl tries 
pulls off to feel important and wanted 
does not work on people who are not 
fazed by all the material things and 
truly see other people for who they 
really are.
 
Be part of Not Informed’s  
pop-punk rock journey! “Sige Na 
(Sayang Ka!)” is a must-try, so 
get a load of it right on Spotify, 
Apple Music or iTunes! Like Not 
Informed’s official Facebook page 
or subscriber to her YouTube 
channel for updates on their new 
releases, gig schedules, and other 
highlights.

NOT INFORMED
SIGE NA(SAYANG KA)



The music can be described as alter-
native fusion, with strong elements of 
country and folk. It is contemporary, but 
completely organic – a welcome reprieve 
from a predominantly electronic main-
stream. With all members seasoned 
musicians in their own rights, listeners 
can expect to hear a masterful weaving 
of notes in arrangements that are un-
abashedly honest and heartfelt, without 
any compromise for technical proficiency.
 

An unshakeable, rooted rhythm section 
comprising of Bea Lao, and celebrated 
bassist Rommel de la Cruz keeps not 
only time but an impeccable, confident 
groove. Louie Talan, another renowned 
bassist, takes a break from his primary 
instrument, in exchange for for three: a 
lapsteel, an acoustic guitar, and the clas-
sic country mainstay, a banjo. Marco de 
Leon’s skillfully masterful but playful gui-
tar-playing and Gabba Santiago’s ethere-
al but fresh and innovative electric guitar 
sound adds an alternative spirit to the 
potent mix. Prodigious techno-violinist 
Princess Ybañez, an acclaimed violinist 
whose soulful playing is well beyond her 

years, takes over fiddle duties, compli-
mented by the emotionally blissful play-
ing of proficient session-keyboardist, Kim 
Lopez, to cap it all off.
 
Maximized interplay between Basti Ar-
tadi’s signature vocal concoction of grit, 
edge and contemplation, combined with 
Tin Virtucio’s soft, gentle and sensuous 
tone, makes for a yinyang vocal blending 
that is melodic, tender, and abundantly 
strong.
 
Written by Louie Talan, “Going 
Nowhere” is a song about confronting 
a relationship that lost its traction, but 
still keeps on moving aimlessly, with full 
effort but no goals in sight. The singer 
acknowledges the painful fact of being 
stuck, even if there is movement. This 
gentle acknowledging forces a crossroad 
that lovers will need to face, to truly 
move forward. 
 
With a bouncy, sing-along hook reminis-
cent of glorious 80s pop, the song puts 
a fresh new twist on country-pop, with a 
lighthearted but textured sound that is 
sure to delight listeners across the spec-
trum, young and old alike. 
 
Be part of Plan of Fools’ epic journey! 
“Going Nowhere” is something you must 
listen to, so get a load of it right on Spo-
tify, Apple Music or iTunes! Like Plan of 
Fools’ official Facebook page for updates 
on their new releases, gig schedules, and 
other highlights.

PLANS OF FOOLS
GOING 
NOWHERE



Stereodeal is a Filipino electro-rock band 
formed in the middle of 2008. The aim 
was to create music combining emotion-
al resonance and dance floor nihilism in 
what was then a post-punk revival world; 
essentially a musical reality where any-
thing is possible. Throughout the years 
the band’s sound has constantly been 
oddly likened to Bloc Party, Placebo, and 
Muse, though each member has a wide 
range of influences from post punk to jazz. 
These influences go beyond music—some 
of which include anything from comic 
books to theoretical physics to mundane 
life situations to romance. This range and 
depth of source material for the band like-
ly ensures they won’t be running out of 
steam, creatively speaking, anytime soon. 
Interestingly, they are able to fuse all these 
influences to create a distinct sound that is 
layered, rich, and uncompromising.
 

This 2018, the band will be releasing their 
previous singles, “Hypertime”,  
“Relentless”, and “New Jersey”,  
digitally thru Warner Music Philippines.
 

Their focus single, “New Jersey”, is a song 
which deals with loss, longing, and des-
peration as the song’s persona struggles 
with reconciling the feelings one has losing 
someone important, yet not having the 
chance to be closer to the departed char-
acter. With its rolling bass lines and drum 
beats, the song channels the contemplative 
movement one experiences during feelings 
off loss while moving about in a fast-paced 
world. The song was inspired by the death 
of Adrian’s godmother (who gave him his 
first electric guitar) who lived in New  
Jersey, and how he tried to comprehend his 
feelings about losing someone so important 
but never in close proximity to.

The single version is the second recorded 
iteration and is different from the one 
originally in the album. It was recorded 
with departing drummer Marie de  
Guzman, with additional guitar parts from 
The Dawn’s Francis Reyes. The album  
version was recorded with former  
Stereodeal drummer Chris Cantada  
(formerly of Spongecola). The music was 
co-written with former guitarist Paul  
Bernardo.

Be part of Stereodeal Music’s journey! 
“New Jersey” is something you should 
listen to, so get a load of it right on  
Spotify, Apple Music or iTunes! Like 
Carousel Casualties’ official Facebook page 
and follow them on Twitter and Instagram 
for updates on their hot new releases, gig 
schedules, and other highlights.

STEREODEAL

NEW JERSEY



Ysabelle Cuevas started posting 
covers on YouTube three years ago 
for her mother who was out of the 
country. As time passed, it became a 
hobby, a sort of outlet for her passion 
for music.
 

Music was something Ysabelle could 
always escape to whenever she  
needed it. Although she explores  
different genres of music, she  
believes her music has always had 
a natural affinity to acoustic pop. 
Thankfully, since she started  
posting regularly, her covers like  
Tuloy Pa Rin, Closer, Your Love,  
started gaining viewership. She has a 
growing family of 391,000+  
subscribers with a total of more than 
50 million views. She plans to  
continue building her community, 
growing as an individual, and  
stepping out of her comfort zone  
as she releases original music.

 
“Daunted” is a song about how 
daunting it is to fall in love, and to 
open yourself up to the pain that 
might follow. But at the end of it all, 
when you meet someone willing to 
fight, brave the fall. Despite the  
inevitable pain, it’ll be worth it.
 
Be part of Ysabelle Cuevas’ journey! 
“Daunted” is a must-try, so get a load 
of it right on Spotify, Apple Music or 
iTunes! Like Ysabelle Cuevas’ official 
Facebook page or subscriber to her 
YouTube channel for updates on their 
new releases, gig schedules, and  
other highlights. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For only the best in international 
and local music, like and follow 
Warner Music Philippines’ official 
Facebook page, Twitter and 
Instagram. Get exclusive content 
in videos when you subscribe to 
Warner Music PH’s official 
YouTube channel.

YSABELLE CUEVAS

DAUNTED



A R T I S T

 3/3  ( read  as  “Thirds” )  a re  the  th ree  o r ig ina l  band  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  p o p  p u n k  b a n d  N y c t i n a s t y. 
B e e n  g o o d  f r i e n d s  f o r  1 3  y e a r s  a n d  h ave  l i v e d  t o -
g e t h e r  f o r  a  y e a r.  T h e  t h r e e  p r o m i s e d  e a c h  o t h e r 
t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  s t a y  t o g e t h e r  o n c e  t h e y  b e c o m e 
s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s .  T h e y  l o v e  t o  j a m  a n d  w r i t e  p o p / p u n k 
r o c k  s o n g s  w h i l e  d r i n k i n g  t e a ,  c o f f e e  o r  w i n e .  T h e y  
u s u a l l y  p l a y  i n  u n d e r g r o u n d  c l u b s  a n d  b a r s  a r o u n d 
t h e  m e t r o ,  b u t  a l s o  p l a n n i n g  t o  g e t  m o r e  b i g  s h o w s 
l i k e  t h e i r  f i r s t  g i g  l a s t  A p r i l  8 t h  w i t h  L I V E  I N  L I WA 
a t  L i wa l i z e  I t  S u r f  C a m p ,  Za m b a l e s . 

 T h e  b a n d  j u s t  r e l e a s e d  t h e i r  f i r s t  s i n g l e  a n d 
m u s i c  v i d e o  “ Wr  U  A t ? ”  l a s t  M a r c h  2 0 1 8 .  T h e  s o n g 
i s  a b o u t  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o n e  f e e l s  t o  b e  s t o o d  u p . 
T h e i r  DIY music video took them two days to conceptu-
alize,  s h o o t  a n d  e d i t  w i t h  o n l y  t h r e e  f r i e n d s  o n  s i t e 
w h o  a c t e d  a s  t h e  b a n d ’ s  p r o d u c t i o n  t e a m .  T h e  f i r s t  
Spo t i f y  s i ng l e  o f  3 /3  w i l l  be  r e l eased  a round  May  2018 .  
Re c o r d e d  a t  Po i n t B e e  M u l t i m e d i a .
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Nikki’s Gear
Paiste 2002 classic 14” Sound Edge Hi Hat
Paiste 22” Signature Dry Ride
Paiste 18” Alpha Crash Cymbals

14”x 5” Virgil Donati Pearl Signature Series Snare
14”x8” Pearl Limited Edition Maple Snare
10” PDP 805 Snare



Levi’s Gear
Fender MIM 60th Anniversary  

edition Precision bass

Zoom B3

XVive U2 Guitar Wireless System



Noodle’s Gear
Zoom MS-100BT MultiStomp Guitar Pedal

Zoom MS-50G MultiStomp Guitar Pedal

XVive U2 Guitar Wireless System

Photo credits to Mico Catipon



A R T I S T

What started as a mere project band for a song, GiLT  
pursues its existence as a guitar-driven indie group by  
recently releasing its full debut album.

Originally started by such powerhouse vets Nathan Azarcon 
(Rivermaya) and Francis Reyes (The Dawn) as a project 
outfit, GiLT had Jensen Gomez (Jensen & The Flips),  
Bel Sayson and Mico Ong as members. By 2016, they  
released a single, Begin, on iTunes and Spotify with a  
corresponding music video. Despite its low key release, it 
garnered much attention that they followed it up with  
another single, This Madness, collaborating with  
Nicole Asensio.

By 2017, most of the members returned to their original 
groups paving the opportunity to start fresh by welcoming 
21-year old Lanes Suico as its new female singer. With this, 
they completed the band’s digital debut album, Desolate In  
Motion, and was immediately picked up by MCA Universal 
Philippines for distribution. Their first music video, Tayo 
Pa Ba, organically garnered 80,000+ YouTube views. It 
reached no. 18 in Jam 88.3’s All Local Year Ender for 2017.

Riding on this momentum, GiLT instantly followed it up with 
their second single, End Game, currently getting more than 
110,000+ views on YouTube.
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Current Members:
Lanes Suico – Vocals
Bel Sayson – Guitars
Mico Ong – Guitars
Otep Concepcion – Drums

http://facebook.com/GiltPH
http://youtube.com/GiltPH
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PHOTOS: PATRICK BRIONES
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By May Cedilla-Villacorta

DJ Interview 
David Penn

José David Peñín Montilla, otherwise
known as David Penn, is a Spanish  
DJ-Producer and founder Zen Records. 
His music is heavily influenced with funk, 
soul, jazz and eclectic rhythms and you 
can hear all these in his ever-evolving 
sound. Heavily awarded and recognized, 
he happily obliged to be interviewed, 
and now we can take a closer
look at the man behind the music.

1. How did you get started?
I started studying piano and sol-fa and 
classical harmony when I was 9 years 
old but around my 16´s  I study con-
temporary music,  jazz, latin rhythms…
and when I was 19 I started to make 
electronic music because it was the 
way to do my own music without other 
musicians. In 1993 I create my first 
music label Zen Records and I started 
to sell my own vinyls.

2. What was your first mixer 
and decks?
I can´t remember the mixer, it was 
a very cheap one and the turntables 
were belt drive, so it was very   
difficult to play with those ones, but

when I had my Technics I fell in love 
with them, it was so much easier! 

3. Which other producers/ 
songwriters do you see as  
your primary inspiration?
Now I like Purple Disco Machine, 
Claptone, Camelphat, Low Steppa, 
and Sandy Rivera.

4. What do you do when you hit a 
brick wall?
I try to pass it over ;) I work more 
to go further. 

5. If you weren’t a DJ/Producer, 
what would you be doing?
Maybe a chef, because my hobby 
is cooking.



6. The piece of software you can’t do 
without?
My DAW is Studio One from Presonus, I 
love it.

7. Among the tracks you’ve 
written, name the top three you 
like the most, and why. 
-Kadoc “The Night Train” (1995) This was 
a really big hit all over the world at the 
time that I was just starting.
-Deux “Sun Rising Up” (2004) This track 
was made with Toni Bass in our project 
DEUX, it was a big Ibiza hit that I am still 
playing it at the end of my sets.
-David Penn “Yeah Yeah” (2017) Number 
1 on Traxsource.com during 2 monts and 
top 10 on Beatport.com. This is the way I 
like to do it now.

8. What do you listen to when you’re 
off the decks?
I like much the old records from Stevie 
Wonder, Michael Jackson, and more 
recent Bruno Mars, Daft Punk, Pharrell 
Williams and I like to see jazz concerts.

9. The best compliment you’ve heard 
so far?
To be number 1 artist of the world on 
Traxsource in 2017.

10. What would you like to see/hear 
from other producers?
More diversity, many people just copy 
other producers and you need to make 
something different from others, this is 
the way the people can value you. I also 
miss more happiness in the music, and 
more harmony, in 2 words: more music!



DEEP DARK DIRTY
FEAT. 5080

MAKATI | Time in Manila took in heavy-
hitter 5080 (Patrick Schröter) to keep the 
dancefloor hopping and the music 
happening in early February. 5080, known 
for marathon sets(some as long as eleven 
hours) in his native Germany,  was on point 
all night. With hisbackground of German 
techno, broadened by his experience of 
playing in the international music scene, his 
music struck up resonance with the lucky 
crowd and set them up with good vibrations 
all night long.



CEBU | Sinulog is an annual cultural and religious festival held on the 
third Sunday of January in Cebu City, in honor of the Santo Niño.  
Sinulog itself is also a dance, and that is what the Lifedance 2018  
Festival was about, celebrating life.

Over the past few years, Sinulog has become more of a dance festival  
for Cebu, and this year was no different, with Lifedance featuring the 
following artists: AMZ Moreno,  Sky Dominique, MVRXX, John Sedano, 
Deuce Manila, Nix Damn P, Fehrplay, Coone, Arty,  Yellow Claw, Ace  
Ramos, Victor Jao, and Renzo in the vent. With such a line-up of musical 
talent going on, it was easy to see how the DJs got the crowd hyped and 
dancing all night long with the hard-hitting tunes they played.



MAKATI| Ladies’ Night was rocking as 
Club Royal let loose with 4Play  
Wednesday on January 24. What made 
the evening sweeter, aside from the 
open bar for the ladies for two hours, 
were the beats from DJ Lady Trinity, DJ 
Brenda Munoz, and DJ Dennis Garra, 
with MC JL on the mic. Everybody on 
the dance floor was having a good time, 
while other people were chilling in their 
seats and having an easy evening just 
hanging out with the crowd and listening 
to the music.

Photos by: Johann Lim



CLYDE HARRIS
@Beereaucracy

DAVAO | DJ Clyde Harris set the mood for a lazy, hazy, and smoky 
evening of smooth tunes and deep beats with DJ Torch and DJ Robbie 
at Beereaucracy Bar for another installment of Short Stories by DJs.  
Ranging from sounds with vibes of funk/neo soul/jazz and hiphop, the 
mix-masters had fun taking turns mixing tunes that kept their listen-
ers’ attention.



T H E
UNION

TAGUIG | With the theme “Hook Ups & Hangovers” you’d think Valentine’s 
Day would be a downer but DJ’s Ria Quimonsing, Mari Barrosso, Simon  
Castro, Travis Monsod and Ace Ramos up and turned all the frowns  
upside down with their sets at Valkyrie. The sea of people on the dancefloor 
moved to the lovebeats, and things were made sweeter for the ladies in 
stilletos with free drinks. Single, attached, or just hanging out with friends,  
everyone had a nice time in the night time on Valentine’s.



CEBU | For the third year 
running, the PLUS63 Fes-
tival gave party-goers an 
amazing EDM concert ex-
perience while celebrating 
Sinulog 2018.  Held at Cebu 
Business Park last Janu-
ary 20, Cebu’s night skies 
were lit up that night from 
the fancy lightshow and  
pyrotechnics accompanying 
each act.

The energy-filled musical 
event was headlined by the 
dynamic Dutch EDM sib-
lings of Showtek,  Wouter 
& Sjoerd Janssen, togeth-
er with local musical lu-
minaries Marc Marasigan,  
X Factor (DJ Joji Mangu-
bat), Gino V, and Victor 
Pring, who kept the crowd 
pumping and moving along 
to the music.

FESTIVAL 2018
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HALE
SIPAG FESTIVAL 2018

Roxas, Oriental Mindoro Town Plaza | Popular alternative rock band 
Hale had everyone in Roxas, Oriental Mindoro’s town plaza spell-bound 
with their presence, especially with their OPM-award-winning “The Day 
You Said Goodnight.” The gig was one of a string of one night events for 
the band this January. The audio-visual and backline equipment for the 
show was provided by Jasper Electronics Lights & Sounds + DM Force.



Acclaimed singer-songwriter and  
guitarist Cynthia Alexander Music  
returned to the Philippines, and  
launched her new album, Even Such Is 
Time at the Music Museum. 

Popular indie folk band (brothers Paolo 
and Miguel Guico on acoustic guitar and 
vocals, Poch Barretto on electric guitar, 
Jam Villanueva on drums, Agnes Reoma 
on bass, Patricia Lasaten on keyboards, 
Toni Muñoz and Andrew de Pano on  
percussions, and Keifer Cabugao on  
violin) opened the two-hour concert with 
their evocative folk-pop songs,  
together with a previously unreleased 
single penned by Ben & Ben’s  
percussionist Munoz.

Later in the evening, the Guico brothers, 
along with Munoz and their violinist  
Cabugao, joined Cynthia Alexander for 
one song. Noted musician and  

instrumentalist Abby Clutario (on the 
Chapman stick, piano and vocals) and 
Mlou Matute (darboukka, piano, and  
vocals), rounded off the supporting  
instrument ensemble with CJ Wasu on 
tabla, Zach Lucero on drums, Sancho 
Papa and Kakoy Legaspi on guitars,  
Louie T & Yuna R on bass.

Ms. Alexander gave special thanks to  
Angelo M. Rozul (sound engineer)  
Shakira Villa Symes (lighting designer) 
and Ottobots Hernandez (stage design) 
for the low-key, light-hearted and  
relaxed evening, where the set-dsign 
and the lighting helped make the 
home-coming concert and album-launch 
of 2,000 people feel like a small, more 
intimate party of music aficionados and 
friends.

*Lighting design for the concert was by Shari Villa-Symes. 

Cynthia Alexander
Even Such Is Time 

Album Release



Calbayog | JD Avelino Street in Calbalyog City was the site 
of fun, firehoses, and fireworks as Calbalyog celebrated 
the Eastern Visayas Regional Athletic Association (EVRAA) 
competitions of 2018. There was a fireworks display that 
wowed the revellers, and the streetparty-slash-concert 
was packed so full for the celebration that during “Song 
for The Suspect” from the popular rock band Franco, the 
heated-up crowd was sprayed (gently) with mist from a 
firehose. Lights and sounds for the event was supplied by 
Montejo Sound System.

EVRAA 2018 
Street Party



G A M E S

Earth Hour is often celebrated with  
people shutting the non-essential lights 
off in their homes, offices, or shops for 
an hour as a symbol of commitment to 
take action and help protect the planet.

While this is true for most of Metro  
Manila, last March 24 in the Bonifacio 
Global Center was lit up during the  
annual occasion. With the lights from 
stores switching off and most of High 
Street shifting from it’s often bright  
aesthetic to a more intimate and dim 
tone, Star Wars fans from all over  
the Philippines lit up the popular  
shopping location. 

Organized by the Philippine Lightsaber 
Guild(PLG), Star Wars fans from all over 
joined in the festivities. Groups even 
showed up in costume portraying their 

favourite characters or even as  
characters of their own creation. Once 
Earth Hour began in BGC, members of 
PLG marched around the shopping  
center lighting up the place with their 
own lightsabers. Once the parade had 
ended, bystanders were treated to  
performances prepared by different 
“Temples”, which are represented by 
different cities or even provinces from 
around the country. Prizes were raffled 
out for attendees. Some of which  
included collectibles and even duel-grade 
lightsabers. A showcase of soon-to-be-
launched saber combat sport. And finally 
the night was capped off with  
lightsaber classes and workshops  
organized by Fightsaber. 

BY MIGZ AYUYAO
Earth Hour 2018

Philippine 

Lightsaber Guild 
Meetup 16
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As divisive as the Star Wars fandom 
tends to be. There was nothing but  
unity during Earth Hour. People of all 
ages from younglings in costume to older 
fans sporting lightsabers they could only 
dream of in their youth joined together 
for a night of fun and celebrating their 
geekery and the protection of the  
environment. 

Photos courtesy of: 
The Philippine Lightsaber Guild
PLG Alabang Temple - Corellia:
-John Russell Yao of Saber Source PH
-Larissa Gonzales
-Joel Enrico
-Gizelle Evangelista

“IN CASE YOU WERE WONDERING..”

Star Wars fans from all over the 
Philippines are welcome join PLG. 
Simply find and add the group, 
“Philipine Lightsaber Guild” on Facebook 
to be updated on future events. Last 
but not least, Duel-grade Lightsabers 
are available from Saber Source PH 
on Facebook.



T U B E

IV OF SPADES
“Where You’ve Been My Disco?”

PHILIA
“Desease”

TANYA MARKOVA
“High End”

BEN&BEN
“Kathang Isip”

CHNDTR
“MAW”

SUNFLOWER PROJECT
“There Is Hope”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SF-FaZBMYdM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=daZoiEGyFgg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cmR8A0MGVag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3XC6OFWNlho
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqXhfO_IIKs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eiCc6rFkipg


T U B E

BEAST JESUS
“Taking Your Side”

BLACK WOLF GYPSYS
“Rancor“ live at Banana Rising Studio

LIRIKHA
“Hindi Inaasahan”

RIA BAUTISTA

CHEATS
“Crumble”
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZTjK8uQQl0
https://soundcloud.com/ria-panopio-bautista
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDoK2sU_S4A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JLa3fGcvGo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ndfsEFBELj4


AFROMAN Productions  
kaelgorbycruz@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/afromanprodph

AMPLIFIED MUSIC Productions
www.facebook.com/AMProdPH

BAD AND NAUGHTY BOYS Production 
www.fb.com/Bad-and-Naughty-Boys-Production

BANDISTA Productions
www.facebook.com/Bandista-Production

BARBERO Productions 
0917 8292767 | 0916 5087131 
hibiki_jp79@yahoo.com 
www.facebook.com/barberoprod

BARAKO Production
brkprdctn@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/BarakoProduction

BEAT TRICKS Productions 
0916 3805941
www.facebook.com/beattricksprod/

BE BRIGHT BACK Production 
0948 7001100 
rakistaonline27@yahoo.com
www.fb.com/berightbackproduction

BEEHIVE Productions
www.fb.com/beehiveproductionsph

BLACK CAT Production
0915 2878010 
www.fb.com/blackkittenproduction

CATHARSIS Productions
0912 9448141
carolgcasis@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/catharsisph

CHILI SAUCE Production
0932 6062581
chilisauceprod@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/ChiliSauceProduction

CHOCO SKULL Productions 
www.facebook.com/chocoskullph

CRAZY DUCK Productions 
0917 7325550 | 0905 4173991 
www.facebook.com/CrazyDuckProduction

DLIVES Productions 
0906 4105678 | lemsguitar@yahoo.com 
www.facebook.com/dlivesproduction

DIRTY KNOBS Productions 
www.fb.com/Dirty-Knobs-Productions

DOCDEF Productions 
docdefproductions@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/docdefprod

EARGASMA Production
www.facebook.com/eargasmaprod

EMS Production
www.fb.com/EMS-Production

FROG Production
0906 2243313 | jv_mango@yahoo.com 
www.facebook.com/frogproductionofficial

GOD-LIKE Production
www.facebook.com/godlikeproduction

GOD-LIKE Production
www.facebook.com/godlikeproduction

HIGH FREQUENCY Productions
0917 5566188 
www.fb.com/High-Frequency-Productions

HUGE ROCK Productions Inc.
www.fb.com/hugerockcreativeproductions

KHAKARA Production
0943 6810589 | 0915 8574568
0915 1419597  
www.facebook.com/KProductionPH

MIYAW Productions
0975 9812366
www.facebook.com/miyawprod 

MUDHONEY Productions
0917 7645727 
www.fb.com/MudhoneyProductions

NOODLESHOX Productions
www.facebook.com/NoodleShoxProd

ORPHEUS Productions
0999 7927396 
www.fb.com/Orpheus-Production-Pilipinas
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OUTLOUD PILIPINAS Productions
outloud.pilipinas@live.com
www.fb.com/outloudpilipinasevents
OVATION Productions
02 532 8883
www.facebook.com/ovationproductions 
www.ovationproductionsmanila.com

PARAYAOSKI Productions
www.facebook.com/Parayaoskiproduction

PEACE BOMB NATION Production
www.fb.com/peacebombnationproduction

PEACE TOL Productions
www.fb.com/PeaceTol-Productions-

PHOENIX Productions
0927 4972387
miggy.eventsplanner@gmail.com
www.fb.com/ilovephoenixproduction

PROD CENTRAL
0905 5362566
prod.central@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/ProdCentral

PURPLE SUNSET Productions
www.fb.com/purplesunsetproductions

RACC/OON Production
raccoonph@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/raccoonprod

RED BUTTON Production
0917 8530179
redbuttonproductionph@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/redbuttonproduction

REDLINES Productions
02 4535803 | redlinesprod@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/RedlinesProductions

RED NINJA Productions
www.facebook.com/redninjaprod

REDROCKET Productions 
redrocketprod@yahoo.com 
redrocketproductionsph@gmail.com 
www.fb.com/RedRocketProductions

SAVE THE QUEEN Productions
0917 8242787  
savethequeenprod@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/SaveTheQueenProd

SHARKBOY Productions
www.facebook.com/sharkboyprod

SLEDGEHAMMER Productions
0916 4920975 | 0916 2168563 
www.facebook.com/sledgehammerprod
SOLID EMPIRE Productions
0926 2246411 (Norbs) 
0999 7267113 (Jonas) 
solidempireproductions@gmail.com 
www.fb.com/SolidEmpireProductions

SUBLIME EVENT Productions 
www.fb.com/Sublime.Events.Productions

SXMANILA (Sound Experience Manila)
0917 5575945 | sxmanila@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/sxmanila

TAMBAYAN Production 
0926 3651204 
www.facebook.com/TambayanProdph

TEAM KARGA Productions
0906 4490021 
www.fb.com/Team-Karga-Production

THEDRUGGEDZOMBIE 
riabautista@me.com 
www.fb.com/thedruggedzombie

THE SOUTHERN PROJECT 
demo@thesouthernproject.com 
www.facebook.com/thesouthernproject
 
TONO Events 0905 2062858 
www.facebook.com/TonoEvents

TSIKENSTARR Production
tsikenstarrproductions@gmail.com 
www.fb.com/TsikenStaRR-Production-

UNDERSTONE Production
0906 4716126 
undertoneproduction@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/undertoneproduction

WE ARE THE UNDERDOGS Productions
watunderdogsprod@gmail.com 
www.fb.com/wearetheunderdogsproductions 
www.watupph.com


